2019 Jefferson County Proposed Policy Resolutions

State Policies

1. We oppose allowing New York to set up a program of tax incentives to encourage farmers to hold
resources available lest they are needed by local municipalities or the state (fire department use of
dry hydrant, town highway use of grader or trucks).

2. We support and encourage New York State DEC to have a streamlined permitting process for farmers
to complete work in water bodies.

3. We support allowing eWic cards for use at farmers’ markets in New York State.
We oppose legislation offering undocumented residents the ability to obtain a “standard” driver’s
license.

5. We support increasing the quarterly employer payroll threshold for unemployment insurance for
agricultural labor to $80,000.

6. We oppose allowing pet dealers to buy rabbits from hobby rabbit breeders who do not have a license.

National Policies

1. NRCS staff, as well as an independent qualified geologist, should be able to complete geologic reviews
for conservation practices.

2. We support making up to 50% of the anticipated amount of the cost incurred for the purpose of
purchasing material or services to implement a conservation practice available to all participants.

For Consideration

1. Should New York Farm Bureau support legislation prohibiting the use of state funding for the
construction or operation of wind electric generation facilities being cited within the radar zone of a
military installation in New York State?

2019 Proposed Additions to the By-Laws of
Jefferson County Farm Bureau

Article |

Section 3. Supporting Members. Persons not directly associated with farming or agriculture may make
application to become a supporting member and, if accepted, shall upon acceptance be entitled only to a
limited set of benefits as annually established by the board of directors. Supporting members shall not
have the right to vote or hold office.

Section 4. Agricultural Alliance Members. Agriculturally-related associations, both incorporated and
unincorporated, and agriculturally-related cooperatives interested in the preservation, advancement and
profitability of agriculture may make application to become an agricultural alliance member and, if
accepted, shall upon execution of a membership agreement be entitled to all the rights and privileges of
an agricultural alliance membership. Agricultural alliance members shall not have the right to vote or hold
office.

Section 5. Student Members. Youth who are interested in agriculture, are in the age range of 16-21
years, and are enrolled in a bona fide educational program may apply for a student membership. Student
members shall not have the right to vote or hold office.

Article 1ll

Section 4. Notice of Meetings. Notice of meetings of the board shall be deemed to be duly given if notice
thereof has been either mailed or sent electronically to each director, at the email address they have
supplied for such purpose, at least ten days prior to such meeting. Directors may waive such notice either
before or after such meeting. Such waiver can be written or electronic.

Section 5. Electronic Participation. The board, any committee of the board, and any committee of the
corporation may participate in the meeting by means of conference, telephone, electronic video screen,
or similar communications equipment allowing persons participating in the meeting to hear each other at
the same time and participate without limitation in all matters before the board. Participation in the
meeting by such means shall constitute presence in person at such meeting.
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