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Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

RE: Docket No. FDA-2010-N-0085
To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for accepting comments in advance of developing food safety regulations for fresh produce. I strongly encourage FDA to develop regulations that assure the continued strength and sustainability of New York’s farmers and producers while providing for safe and healthy locally grown foods.

There are a few concerns that I would like FDA to consider as you write these draft regulations. First, please consider the severe damage to growers that misidentified recalls cause. In 2008’s tomato scare, farmers across the country lost millions of dollars in sales because tomatoes were incorrectly blamed for a salmonella outbreak caused by imported peppers. This kind of incorrect recall can place undue financial burden on growers and may even result in closing their business. FDA must make sure the regulations protect growers from faulty food safety threat determinations.

Second, food safety requirements should be based on true food safety risks – not a one-size-fits-all approach. A flexible, commodity- and management-style-based program best serves the true aim of food safety policy without compromising our family farms.

I encourage you to work directly with individual commodity groups, some of which have already developed comprehensive food safety protocols that deal with the true risks of those specific crops. By using the recommendations of these commodity groups, a more thorough and risk-based approach to food safety can be reached. As part of a risk-based approach, climactic and geographic differences need to be considered in the regulations.

Third, direct marketers need an exemption from traceability requirements. Sales direct to consumers, such as at farm stands and farmers’ markets, should not have to comply with needless and onerous recordkeeping. Smaller farms and direct marketing producers do not have the staff and financial resources needed to comply with one-size-fits-all traceability regulations. Under this kind of regulatory environment, the availability of safe, fresh, locally grown, and nutritious produce will be compromised in many areas of the country. Additional assistance will also be needed to ensure regulatory compliance does not force low-risk operations out of business. 

I would point out that the farm community realizes that food safety is and should be a size-neutral issue--the size of a farm or operation should not provide an opportunity to skirt food safety responsibilities. However, there is great concern that many farms with low food safety risks may be inadvertently and detrimentally impacted by one-size-fits-all food safety regulations. While all farms must protect food safety, there needs to be a risked-based approach that doesn’t burden these farms with expensive requirements.

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

