
 
TASTE OF NEW YORK RECEPTION  AND LOBBY DAY 

 
Farm Bureau members from Wayne County spent two days in Albany visiting with lawmakers on March 4-5 to highlight the 
NYFB’s public policy priorities for the year.  They kicked things off with the popular Taste of New York Reception for state 
lawmakers, commissioners and staff with a booth featuring locally produced cider from Defishers and applesauce from 
Motts. 

Following the evening event, members participated in the annual Lobby Day on Tues., March 5 where they met with both 
their local Senators and Assemblymembers as well as New York City lawmakers that the county Farm Bureau adopted.   

 
   

 Support critical funding for current agricultural animal health, promotion, research and environmental 
programs in the final FY 19/20 state budget 
Farmers across New York State rely on critical research and promotion dollars to help them remain competitive, adapt to 
changing environment, and stay on the cutting edge of production. 

 Strong opposition to unworkable employer mandates in New York State 
Farms have strict and often unpredictable schedules to care for animals or harvest crops that farm owners do not dictate, 
Mother Nature does.  Due to this unpredictable nature rigid laws mandating hours worked, inflexible overtime 
requirements and fear of strikes could cause a farm to lose an entire crop or see their livestock put in harm’s way. 

 Ensure staff funding for critical positions at the Department of Agriculture and Markets 
Recently the Department has seen the retirement of some key staff and others are set to retire in the near future.  We 
strongly support working on a succession plan, and additional funding if needed, to address the loss of policy expertise 
and institutional knowledge. 

 Fund farm tire cost-share disposal (from DEC Part 360 regulations) through the EPF 
Recent changes in DEC Part 360 regulations have required farmers to dispose of their current tires used to hold down 
tarps on their bunk silos that stores livestock feed and purchase new tires that have been drilled so that water does not 
collect in them.  Not only is it cost prohibitive to dispose of the many tires currently on farms, it is difficult and expensive 
to get drilled tires that do not contain radial wires. 

 Expand the Farm Workforce Retention Tax Credit to Christmas tree, maple, farm wineries and 
cideries and increase overall funding 
The Farm Workforce Retention Tax Credit that was signed into law left out several types of farms common in New York 
State. It is NYFB’s belief that this was an unintentional drafting error and the issue should be corrected. 

 Remove Unemployment Insurance requirements for H2a workers 
H-2A workers are ineligible for unemployment insurance benefits as they return to their home country when their 
contract term is over.  NYFB believes that employers should not have to pay unemployment insurance on these 
employees who are ineligible, by virtue of their federal status, for the benefit. 

 Amend General Municipal Law 247 to allow farms with conservation easements to construct necessary 
farm buildings and structures 
Farmland preservation easements are an important tool to ensure that future generations have land available to farm. As 
part of these easements, farms should continue to be able to make improvements and add structures to ensure the success 
of the farm businesses that are on the land. 

 Support training for police and district attorneys on animal cruelty laws pursuant to current law 
In 2015, New York State passed a law to help train law enforcement on animal cruelty laws already on 
the books, unfortunately resources have not been made to implement this training. 

 Funding for research and eradication of tick-borne illnesses 
Lyme disease and other tick-borne illnesses continue to be an issue in New York State.  Farmers spend a 
lot of time outdoors and are especially susceptible to these illness. 

NEW YORK FARM BUREAU 2019 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 



 BE A LOCAL LEADER BY CONNECTING WITH THEM 

Arcadia 
Chuck Verkey 
100 E. Miller Street 
Newark, NY 14513 
315-331-7369 
supervisor@townofarcadia.org 

Butler 
David Spickerman, Sr. 
4236 Route 89 
Savannah, NY 13146 
315-594-2719 
dave@mail.davesclassix.com 

Galen 
Steve Groat 
6 South Park Street 
Clyde, NY 14433 
315-923-7259 
sgroat@rochester.rr.com 

Huron 
Laurie Crane 
10880 Lummisville Rd. 
Wolcott, NY 14590 
315-594-8074 
lcrane@townofhuron.org 

Lyons 
Brian Manktelow 
43 Phelps Street 
Lyons, NY 14489 
315-946-6252 x17 
lyonssupervisor@rochester.rr.com 

Macedon 
Sandy Pagano 
32 Main Street 
Macedon, NY 14502 
315-986-5932 
macsuper@macedontown.net 

Marion 
Nick Deming 
P.O. Box 260 
Marion, NY 14505 
315-926-4145 
ndeming@townofmarionny.com 

Ontario 
Frank Robusto 
1850 Ridge Road 
Ontario, NY 14519 
315-524-7105 x100 
supervisor@ontariotown.org 

Palmyra 
Ken Miller 
1180 Canandaigua Road 
Palmyra, NY 14522 
315-597-2324 
palmyrasupv@palmyrany.com 

Rose 
Kenan Baldridge 
5074 N. Main Street 
N. Rose, NY 14516 
315-587-4418 
rosesupervisor@rochester.rr.com 

Savannah 
Michael Kolczynski 
P.O. Box 296 
Savannah, NY 13146 
315-365-2811 
savannahsuper@tds.net 

Sodus 
Steven LeRoy 
14-16 Mill Street 
Sodus, NY 14551 
315-483-4430 
smleroy@rochester.rr.com 

Walworth 
Susie Jacobs 
3600 Lorraine Drive 
Walworth, NY 14568 
315-986-1400 
townsupervisor@ 
townofwalworthny.gov  

Williamson 
Anthony Verno, Jr. 
6380 Route 21/Suite 2 
Williamson, NY 14589 
315-589-2038 
supervisor@town.williamson.ny.us 

Wolcott 
Lynn Chatfield 
6070 Lake Avenue 
P.O. Box 237 
Wolcott, NY 14590 
315-594-9431 
eastportbay@yahoo.com 
 

Wayne County Board of Supervisors 

Contacting your local legislative leaders and informing 
them about the state of your operation can bridge the gap 
between economic downfalls and local legislation.  These 
representatives are also aware of a larger network and up 
and coming programs that farms can take advantage of. 

Making the contact and making them “your leader” can 
make you, “their go to” for questions they may have on 
specific issues in the future.  Break the barrier and bridge 
the gap to make the local and state leaders informed.  
Elected officials representing Wayne County are: 

NY STATE SENATE 
Senator Pamela Helming 
District Office 
425 Exchange Street 
Geneva, NY 14456 
315-568-9816 

 

NY STATE ASSEMBLY 
Assem. Brian Manktelow  
District Office 
10 Leach Road 
Lyons, NY 14489 
315-946-5166 

 

Wayne County Farm Bureau was presented 
with four County Activity of Excellence 
awards at the New York Farm Bureau State 
Annual Meeting, held December 4-5 in 
Syracuse, N.Y.  

The County Activity of Excellence awards 
are presented to county Farm Bureaus that 
have exhibited excellence in a variety of 
categories relating to effectiveness in 
agriculture promotion and outreach, 
leadership and county Farm Bureau 
management, legislative advocacy, and 
membership.  

Awards were presented for excellence in the 
following categories: 

 Membership 
 Agriculture Promotion & Outreach 
 Leadership and County Farm Bureau 

Management 
 Legislative Advocacy 

Matthew Wunder, Wayne County Farm 
Bureau President, was also recognized with 
the Distinguished President Award.   

While at the State Annual Meeting, farmer 
members also took part in the grassroots 
process of laying the groundwork for the 
year ahead.  More than 150 delegates from 
across New York proposed, discussed and 
voted on resolutions that will guide NYFB’s 
public policy agenda for 2019.  

Pictured (l-r):  NYFB board members 
Eric Ooms and John Sorbello, along with 
Gary Orbaker, Wayne County Membership 
Chair, accept their Carhartt jackets at the 
NYFB State Annual Meeting in Syracuse. 

STATE ANNUAL MEETING WRAP-UP 
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Wayne County Farm Bureau 
Board of  Directors  

 

Matthew Wunder, President ............................. 315-573-2908 

Tim Kehoe, Vice President .............................. 315-414-1667 

David Coene, Treas. & Sec. .............................. 585-746-2044 

Fred Pickering ..................................................... 585-303-2959 

Alicia Abendroth ................................................ 315-679-1479 

Andrew Reid ....................................................... 315-576-1705 

Caleb Peters, YF&R........................................... 585-217-6546 

Duane Crandon, Co-Mbrship Chair  .............. 315-946-9417  

Gary Orbaker, Co-Mbrship Chair ................... 315-945-6311 

Jeremy Eaton, ProEd Chair ............................................... NA 

Amanda Krenning-Muoio, NYFB Advisor ... 585-749-9508 

John Sorbello, NYFB Director ........................ 315-730-2670 

CNYFB Regional Office ................................... 315-252-1367 

 

Nationwide Insurance Agent 

Jacqueline Gleichauf  ......................................... 315-539-2107 

 



 

March 2019 
 To Serve And Strengthen Agriculture  

As Representative for New York’s 
24th Congressional District in 
Washington, it is my honor to 
advocate on behalf of farmers in 
Onondaga, Cayuga, Wayne, and 
Oswego Counties.  I’d like to take a 
moment now to update you on 
some of the recent 

accomplishments that impact our local agricultural 
community. 

At the end of the 115th Congress, legislation that 
improves the New York farming industry was signed into 
law. The 2018 Farm Bill addresses critical agricultural 
issues facing Central New York farmers. Importantly, the 
new Farm Bill protects crops and boosts trading 
opportunities. 

The new Farm Bill expands insurance for a wide variety 
of crops produced in Central New York. In particular, 
dairy farmers will benefit tremendously from the 
implementation of the Dairy Margin Coverage Program. 
This updated insurance policy provides dairy farmers 
more efficient coverage and an increased list of options, 
allowing farmers to be compensated when margins are 
low or products are spoiled by disaster. It also presents 
the opportunity to choose the insurance policy that best 
suits their particular needs as a farmer. Traditional crop 
insurance for farmers of all backgrounds is also provided, 

doubling the disaster assistance coverage options for 
crops not eligible for insurance. Additionally, $2.4 billion 
will be invested in pest research and management, 
supporting Central New York vegetable and fruit 
growers, especially apple growers.  The application of 
these various programs will give our farms the ability to 
better protect their goods in the future. 

Next, our local farms receive much needed trade relief 
under this version of the Farm Bill. Over the next 
decade, $500 million will be allocated to help farmers 
across the country connect with foreign consumers. This 
will boost export opportunities for Central New York 
farmers of all kinds and increase sales. I am hopeful this 
policy, along with the establishment of the new United 
States-Mexico-Canada trade agreement and the rollback 
of unfair Canadian dairy tariffs, will bring financial 
success to Central New York farmers. 

Central New York will be greatly impacted by all these 
new policies in the 2018 Farm Bill. Since coming to 
Congress, I have made it a priority of mine to support 
Central New York’s agricultural economy in Congress. It 
was important to me that the policies outlined above 
were included in this legislation. I firmly believe Central 
New York will thrive in many ways as a result of this 
Farm Bill and I look forward to continue legislating in 
Central New York’s best interests in 2019. 

A MESSAGE FROM CONGRESSMAN  JOHN KATKO 

ASSEMBLYMAN OAKS HONORED 
Wayne County Farm Bureau honored retiring 
Assemblyman Bob Oaks for his unwavering support of 
local food production and his advocacy on behalf of 
Wayne County’s farm families. 
 
“We are grateful to Assemblyman Oaks for his service to 
agriculture.  He has been an effective voice in representing 
our interests in Albany and will be greatly missed,” said 
John Sorbello, NYFB District 3 Director and Wayne 
County Farm Bureau member.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The kick off of a new year must begin with the review 
of the last.  In October 2018, more than 60 Wayne 
County Farm Bureau members joined together for 
food and fellowship at Young Sommer Winery in 
Williamson, NY.    

The keynote speaker, 
Jan Nyrop, Professor 
of Entomology at 
Cornell University, 
spoke about new 
technologies and new 
transitions within the 
Agricultural Field 
Station located in 
Geneva, NY.  The 
transitions will bring 
many new varieties of 
strawberries, apples 
and stone fruit.   

Pictured (l-r):  Wayne County Membership Chair Gary Orbaker, Assemblyman 
Bob Oaks, Wayne County Farm Bureau President Matthew Wunder and NYFB 
State Director John Sorbello. 

Pictured (l-r):  NYFB State Director John 
Sorbello, Jan Nyrop and Wayne County Farm 
Bureau President Matt Wunder. 


