
 

FARM LABOR WAGE BOARD DECISION TO MAINTAIN OVERTIME THRESHOLD  
SUPPORTS ALL WHO DEPEND ON NY AGRICULTURE 

The Farm Labor Wage Board made the right decision to delay consideration of lowering the 60- hour farm labor 
overtime threshold during this unprecedented year. New York Farm Bureau President David Fisher supported 
Chair Brenda McDuffie’s position of delaying a decision and avoiding any unintended consequences that could 
negatively impact New York’s farmworkers, family farms and access to local food.  

“I had encouraged giving the process more time to fully evaluate what a lower threshold would mean for all 
involved, especially with such limited data from this challenging year. I’d like to thank my fellow wage board 
members for their time and professionalism and encourage the Department of Labor to continue to work with 
the farming community to do what is best for our farms and employees. We need each other for agricultural 
production and our rural economies to flourish,” said NYFB President Fisher.  

New York Farm Bureau also thanks its members who testified and submitted written comments. The care they 
have for the men and women who are essential workers on their farms is evident. We all value their work and 
want the very best for farm employees, that includes the ability to earn a good livelihood in the profession they 
have chosen. 

AFBF AWARDS LETCHWORTH FFA WASTE NOT 
WANT NOT PURPLE PLOW WINNER 

The American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture 
recently announced the Fall 2020 Waste Not, Want Not Purple 
Plow Challenge winners.  Winning the senior division was 
Letchworth Central FFA in Gainesville, New York. The team 
found creative uses for old items by building a chicken coop out of 
a boat and a generator out of a car alternator.  

WE’VE MOVED 
The WNY Regional Farm Bureau Office 
serving Wyoming County has moved. 

Our new office is located in the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Genesee County 
offices located at 420 East Main Street, 
Batavia, NY 14020  
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AGRICULTURAL LITERACY WEEK 
MARCH 15-19, 2021 

Each year, for one week in March, a Celebration of 

Agriculture is brought into classrooms throughout the United 

States.  Agricultural Literacy Week is intended to introduce 

children to the importance of the agricultural industry and 

helps them to have an awareness of where their food comes 

from.  Introducing children to agricultural literacy is done 

through pre-selected books read to classrooms with additional 

activities reinforcing the ideas that are introduced. 

This year’s selection is “Chuck’s Ice Cream Wish (Tales 

of the Dairy Godmother)”.  Written by Viola Butler with 

illustrations by Ward Jenkins, the story has Chuck’s dairy 

godmother take his wish for ice cream and introduce him to 

the work that farmers do everyday taking care of the cows to 

get the milk to make the ice cream. 

This year, Wyoming County Farm Bureau is pleased once 

again to support Agricultural Literacy Week by purchasing the 

books being read to classes.  These books will then be 

donated to school and classroom libraries so that all children 

can learn the importance and value that agricultural brings to 

our communities.    

WYOMING COUNTY SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY  
Wyoming County Farm Bureau will award one $1500 scholarship to a high school 

senior or current college student who will be enrolled as a full time student in an 
approved college/university or technical/vocational program for the 2021-2022 
school year. 

Applicants or their parent/guardian must reside in Wyoming County and be a 
member of the Wyoming County Farm Bureau. 

Applications are due to our office by May 7, 2021 

If you have any questions about the application  
process, joining WCFB or would like a blank application 
sent to you to apply for membership, contact Alton 
Rudgers at 585-297-3152 

GOOD LUCK! 

https://www.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4feef839b937d07f647d0f879&id=27c5c3c0da&e=a1d2373d1e
https://www.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4feef839b937d07f647d0f879&id=27c5c3c0da&e=a1d2373d1e
https://ny.agclassroom.org/programs/literacy/


President’s Report 
By Russell Klein 

It's official!  The spring season 

has begun nudging its way back into 

our lives.  A few weeks ago we plowed 

some snow off a lawn next to the barn, 

only to find it full of robins the next 

morning.  They were enjoying the 

small stretch of exposed grass, and 

enjoying the warmer sun.  Not many days after, I spotted 

some snow drop flowers poking up in my yard.  And now... 

my battle begins... the war I wage each year with the devil-

ish house flies that seem to soak into the deep crevices of 

the wood in a hundred-year-old farm house, only to 

reemerge with the spring sun, to tempt their fate against my 

fly swatter again.   

Spring brings many changes to a farm, and the idea of 

starting a new growing season with a clean slate.  The same 

can probably be said in politics.  With a new president, con-

gress, and senate in place, the branches of government with 

go to work attempting to affect public policy and move 

forward an agenda determined by the men and women who 

began the whole process by casting a vote.   

Locally Farm bureau likes to take this chance to intro-

duce ourselves to new incoming government representa-

tives.  We also take this time to remind old friends and col-

leagues about what is currently on the minds of Wyoming 

county Farmers.  During the first week of March, the Wyo-

ming County Farm Bureau met with some state senators 

and representatives from Albany.  This year was a bit differ-

ent because we used the remote technology and did all 

these meetings on-line via Zoom.  Not exactly the same, 

but we were able to convey our wishes and concerns.  It's 

always good to sit down with the office of Rep. DiPietro, 

and Senator Gallivan, these two always keep Wyoming 

county agriculture on their mind and have worked to give 
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Our Board of Directors usually meets on the third Tuesday 
of every month at the Wyoming County Ag Center, 
Warsaw except for May, June or July.  

us a voice in Albany.  It's always refreshing to meet with some-

one not from our area.  It's a good reminder that common 

ground can be found with almost anyone with enough open-

minded discussion.  As members of WyCo Farm Bureau we 

should all be happy know our thoughts and ideas are being lob-

bied for in Albany all year long.  Next month a few of your local 

Farm Bureau board members will meet with the County Board 

of Supervisors, taking a moment to make sure our hometown 

lawmakers know what is important to Farm Bureau.  This annual 

get together is a great chance to stay in touch with what is hap-

pening right here in Wyoming County. 

NYS DOT Regulations for Farm 

Trucks & Equipment Presentation 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 

12:00 PM - 1:15 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NYS DOT Regulations for Farm Trucks  

and Equipment Presentation with 

Trooper Matt Luft, NYSP Commercial Vehicle Unit 

Virtual and live attendance, at the Ag Center in Warsaw. 

To register contact Debra Welch, Ag Department, 

at 585-786-2251 or email djw275@cornell.edu 

mailto:djw275@cornell.edu

